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(b) Trustee Larson ï October is Foster Family Month in BC, which marks the 31st 

year of celebrating the individuals and families who open their homes to children 
and youth in care in BC.  As a caregiver, they accept a vital role in the lives of the 

children they care for and an important role in the communities where they 

live.  These caregivers work hard to ensure that the young people in their care are 
provided with a safe and healthy home and are cared for and nurtured through 

some of the most difficult and formative years of their lives. Thank you to all 
Richmond Foster Families.  

 

Trustee Goldstein ï Literacy Month, celebrated in September in BC, increases 
awareness of the importance of literacy, and raises funds to support community-

based literacy programs and initiatives across British Columbia. Literacy provides 

opportunities for all of us to make a substantial contribution to the education, 
growth, and prosperity of Canada. 

 
Beyond reading and writing, literacy allows us to understand, critically analyze, 

and create a variety of forms of communication.  As a foundation of our society, it 

is crucial to thriving as an individual and in communities. 
 

The 2021 theme for Literacy Month is “Literacy Connects Us!”  Read a book, play 
a game, write a story, and engage with friends and family in opportunities for 

literacy in your school and community. 

 
Trustee Sargent ï This year we will acknowledge the first National Day for Truth 

and Reconciliation on September 30. This statutory holiday allows us the 

opportunity to reflect on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s findings and 
resulting Calls to Action. We encourage all in our community to reflect on the 

findings of the Commission, and to read the 94 calls. 

Trustee Tablotney ï Orange Shirt Day – September 30th (Acknowledged on our 

schools on September 29, due to the new statutory holiday for Truth and 

Reconciliation on September 30) 

Orange Shirt Day, which began in Williams Lake BC in 2013, honour the 

Indigenous children who were sent away to residential schools in Canada. It has 
become a national movement to recognize the survivors of residential schools, 

honour them and show a collective commitment to ensure that every child 

matters. Acknowledged every year at the end of September, Orange Shirt day 
opens the door to conversations on all aspects of residential schools and is an 

opportunity to create meaningful discussion about the effects of residential schools 

and the legacy they have left behind. 

The Richmond Board of Education is committed to reconciliation and invites all 

members of our school communities to participate in Orange Shirt Day. 

Trustee Hamaguchi ï Held annually on the 5th of October since 1994, World 

Teachers’ Day commemorates the anniversary of the adoption of the 1966 

ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers.   
 

One and a half years into the COVID-19 crisis, the 2021 World Teachers’ Day will 
focus on the support teachers need to fully contribute to the recovery process 

under the theme “Teachers at the heart of education recovery”.    
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This day is to honour, support and recognize our educators. It is a time to celebrate 

the teaching profession worldwide, take stock of achievements, and draw attention 
to the voices of teachers, who are at the heart of efforts to attain the global 

education target of leaving no one behind. 

Trustee Nixon ï The Chairperson introduced Cindy Wang, the District’s new 
Secretary Treasurer who joined the Richmond School District at the end of August.  

Cindy Wang was the Secretary Treasurer for Elk Island School Division near 
Edmonton, Alberta.  The Chairperson offered a warm welcome on behalf of the 

Board of Education. 

 
(c) Any materials not included in packages available to the public. 
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